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YOUTH TAKE THE REINS AT SCOTTISH MISSION SESSION 
 

Youth Empowerment was a central focus at the Scottish Mission 
Triennial Session on Sunday, 21 June 2009 at the Crieff Seventh-
day Adventist church.  The delegates modified objectives set out 
by the retiring Executive Committee, strengthening their 
commitment to youth and mission across Scotland. 
 
Among the changes they voted to "Empower and support our 
children and youth to be involved in the life of the church and to 

develop innovative evangelistic approaches that transform local communities."  They also urged 
churches to equip and support young people who can connect with the majority culture to train to be 
pastors and Bible workers as well as encouraging churches to develop local projects that the youth of 
other churches can support. 
 
These were not just idle statements.  The new executive committee now includes two youth.  Yvonne 
Bauwens of the Crieff church, 2008 winner of the General Conference Youth department's M E Kern 
Award for young people.  She is accompanied by Desire Gondwe.  As Glasgow Youth leader she has 
inspired the development of the youth under her care.  Pastor Herman states, "she is a very capable and 
talented and quite resourceful young lady who loves the church and especially young people." 
 
In addition the Nominating Committee recognised the developing potential for using technology in the 
ministry of the church and recommeneded that Alex Podbrezsky of the Crieff church take on the role 
of technical support for the Mission. 
 
By lunch time the nominating committee reported back and the delegates voted the following names to 
serve the Scottish Church for the next three years.  
Executive Committee: Victor Pilmoor, Pastor Bernie 
Holford, Pastor Clifford Herman, Pastor Neil 
Robertson, Owen Anderson, Yvonne Bauwens, Tarzan 
Bhebhe, Nigel Emm, Desire Gondwe.  Sponsors: 
Children's Ministries: Jeniffer Oroko, Church Growth: 
Pastor David Hatch, Communication: John Wilby, 
Family Ministries: Pastor Clifford Herman, Health 
Ministries: Pastor Jimmy Botha, Pathfinders & Youth:  
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Pastor J Marcel Ghioalda, Prayer Ministries:  Pastor Lorance Johnson, Technical Support: Alex 
Podbrezsky, Trust Services & Stewardship: Pastor A R Rodd, Women's Ministries: (To be appointed). 
 

In his final report before leaving for mission service in Egypt, 
Pastor Llew Edward's presidential report focused on the 
importance of church as a "transparent picture of what God's grace 
is about".  He expressed gratefulness for the churches where 
young people feel free to invite their friends – and then those 
friends keep coming.  He measures the greatness of the church not 
just by the sermon but by the welcome, the meal, the people and 
sense of community – of building together.  The presidential 

report, was reinforced by a 25 minute video documentary compiled by Communication sponsor, John 
Wilby.  This ably demonstrated the amount of activity that has taken place in the Mission during the 
last three years.  Camps, Spiritual Retreats, Prayer Conferences and Evangelism were all part of the 
programme.  However, what was most significant was the warm expression of thanks from Pastor 
Llew to the pastoral team and their wives.  "Over the years," he 
said, "we have worked together, teased and had fun together.  We 
have grown together."  Goodbyes were said to Pastor Brian 
McCormac and his wife May who retire in July after having 
served most of their ministry in the Scottish Mission.  Pastor Llew 
also gave special thanks to Carole Peacock as Mission Secretary 
before expressing his joy that Pastor Bernie Holford had accepted 
to come and lead in Scotland.  "I am handing over to you a 
fantastic church," he said. 
 
As Secretary-Treasurer, Victor Pilmoor reported that the church in Scotland has grown by 11 percent 
in terms of baptism and profession of faith with a total net increase of 20 percent when transfers in and 
out of the Mission are included.  Two new churches have been planted and while the total membership 
is only 426, they have been very active. 
 
It was a full day of meaningful but good natured discussion.  There was a strong emphasis on Mission, 
Prayer Retreats, Family Life events and Days of Fellowship that have helped nurture the church. 
 

As the new Scottish Mission President, Pastor Bernie Holford drew the session 
to a close he then challenged delegates to look personally at the objectives 
agreed for the next three years.  He said, "I'm excited that you didn't just 
accept the plans – you focused, suggested and made them your plans."  Then 
he asked each delegate to choose one commitment for themselves, and to 
make sure it happens.  Such commitment and enthusiasm bodes well for the 
future of Scotland. 

 
A full report will appear in Messenger.  A selection of photos from the day are available in the BUC 
picture gallery, <www.adventist.org.uk>. 
 
 
GREAT CHURCHES FOR SCOTLAND 
 

"Take his life and let it be, consecrated Lord to thee," the Dundee 
Vocal Band sang as new Scottish Mission President, Pastor Bernie 
Holford stood in their midst during an induction ceremony at the 
Scottish Mission Day of Fellowship, Sabbath, 20 June.  
Modifying the words of the hymn slightly, they blended with the 
focus of Pastor Holford's commitment address where he 
emphasised that he had "come to minister, to join a team".  
Recognising his change in direction from the Family Ministries 
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role he has carried for the last 12 years he reflected on the call of 
Abram from Haren and the need to "stretch out and do something 
different for God." 
 
The induction service climaxed a high day in the life of the 
Scottish Mission members.  Surrounded by stunning countryside in 
the grounds of the newly built St Modan's High School, Stirling, 
around 250 members from the 10 churches in Scotland defied the 
temptation of the sunshine outside to be blessed by quality singing, moving preaching and real 
testimony. 
 

The testimony came from Adventist Volunteer Workers, Mark 
and Konrad Szalos-Farkas.  The brothers had just returned from 
spending the last year teaching and mentoring at Palau Mission 
Academy in the South Pacific.  Recounting their experience in 
front of an enthralled congregation Konrad stated that "the 
experience brought me closer to God.  My devotional life 
increased and I saw prayers answered daily." 
 

Music was supplied in ample abundance not just by the Dundee Vocal Band, but also the King's 
Advent Messengers from Glasgow, brothers Maroria and Bosire Oroko with their violin medley, the 
Faifley Youth group, 'Destined For Greatness', and a congregation that had the ability to harmonise 
with every hymn. 
 
Spiritual food came from a well taught and interactive Sabbath School lesson led by outgoing 
President, Pastor Llew Edwards, a hilarious story of love by Pastor Clifford Herman and puppet 
'Bradley' who taught the children that love is not a soppy, mushy thing, but a wonderful principle of 
giving; and then a very personal and practical demonstration of how to grow church by Pastor Janos 
Kovacs-Biro, Church Growth director at the Trans-European Division. 
 
Quoting 1 Peter 4:7, "the end of all things is near," Pastor Janos 
personalised the verse and focused on individual priorities by asking, 
"what if the end of Janos is near."  He then challenged, "Ask it in your 
own mind, and see what it means."  Continuing the theme of the text he 
then emphasised that to "grow great churches, Christians need to pray 
and to be self controlled." 
 
It was the prayer emphasis that will be remembered by most members.  
Giving the illustration of how he used to pray for his unbelieving uncle 
and then move on, he discovered the difference when he doubled his 
prayer.  "Pray for somebody then pray for yourself, stating 'use me to 
touch them'", he said.  Newly appointed Aberdeen pastor, Lorance 
Johnson reflected, "That thought had a real impact on me.  We all have family or friends who need 
faith.  I will be changing the way I pray." 
 
While the day was one of blessing it also had a tinge of sadness.  After eight years of service in the 
Scottish Mission, goodbyes and tributes were paid to Pastor Llew Edwards and his wife Karin who are 
leaving to serve in Egypt.  BUC President, Pastor Don McFarlane, thanked them both for their 
spirituality and their leadership of "a family of pastors".  On behalf of the Scottish Mission, Pastor 
Jimmy Botha told the congregation how he appreciated their good spiritual leadership stating, "the 
Scottish Mission is the best place I have ever worked."  By the happy smiles on the faces of those 
leaving Stirling at the end of the day, most members would agree with him. 
 
A selection of photos from the day can be seen on the BUC picture gallery, <www.adventist.org.uk>. 
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SCOTTISH BIBLE BRINGS INSIGHT TO MEMBERS 
 

Not satisfied with the 66 language GC Bible travelling the world 
in the lead up to the General Conference Session in Atlanta next 
year, Scottish Mission members decided to have their own 
personalised, handwritten Bible.  Over the past months members 
from all the churches in Scotland submitted handwritten passages 
of scripture to the Mission office where Carole Peacock compiled 
them into the "Scottish Adventist Bible". 
 

Writing out the Bible by hand can bring new insights and meaning.  "In the same way students write 
out revision notes, handwriting the Bible makes passages stand out for you," Carole states. 
 
Some members kept an international spirit by writing their selection out in their own language.  This 
was particularly significant for Arthur Gall of the Dundee church who submitted John 19 written in 
vernacular Scots. 
 

"Meanwhile Jesus' mither an her sister wis staundin aside 
the cross, an wi them, Mary, the wife o Clopas an Mary 
Magdala.  When Jesus  saw his mither an the disciple at 
he loved staundin aside her, he said tae her, "This is yir 
son".  An syne tae the Disciple, "This is yir mither" and 
frae that day the Disciple tuick her intil his ain hame." 

 
Arthur regularly reminds people that King James was a Scotsman and thus sees the Bible in Scots (the 
language of the East Coast), as the Bible coming home.  "It brought it home to me writing it out," he 
said.  Arthur was baptised in the Dundee church back in January and is enthusiastic to share the Bible 
with his fellow Scots. 
 

The Scottish Adventist Bible attracted considerable attention at the Scottish 
Mission Day of Fellowship as members poured through the pages to see who 
had contributed and in which languages.  More importantly, as part of 
"Follow the Bible", Pastor Llew Edwards hopes that this initiative has helped 
Adventists in Scotland to appreciate their Bibles more, not just as a historical 
heritage but as a life changing book to cherish and share.  He has experienced 
that, "somehow actually writing the text of Scripture out yourself has its own 
way of 'speaking' to you as you write." 
 
For more on Follow the Bible visit 
<www.adventistinfo.org.uk/followthebible>.  Pictures of the Scottish Bible 
are available on the BUC picture gallery along with photos of the Scottish 
Mission Day of Fellowship <www.adventist.org.uk>. 

 
 
ADVENTIST CHURCH PARTICIPATES IN NATIONAL ORGAN DON ATION CAMPAIGN  
[Sharon Platt-McDonald, BUC Health Ministries Director] 
 

On Tuesday, 23 June the BBC announced the commencement of a National 
Campaign to engage Faith groups on the issue of organ donation.  With minimal 
engagement amongst specific ethnic and religious groups and thus the subsequent 
higher mortality of individuals from these backgrounds, the government is backing 
a national programme to target them.  The initiative aims to facilitate meaningful 
dialogue amongst UK faith communities to ascertain cultural and religious beliefs 
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that impact health choices.  It will also create a platform for dialogue between faith representatives, 
policy makers and health care professionals. 
 
Sharon Platt-McDonald, BUC Health Ministries director, has been working in partnership with the 
Organ Donation Taskforce since 2007 and sees her participation as crucial to her work of maintaining 
links with the community and being relevant to the wider health issues.  Sharon was recently 
approached by the Department of Health and the Organ Donation Taskforce under the direction of 
Professor Gurch Randhawa to work with the Adventist church to engage with them and to raise the 
awareness of organ donation. 
 
With the Adventist church being a leading faith group that the government wishes to work with, 
Sharon reports: "I feel this is an opportunity not to be missed for us as a church to demonstrate a true 
Christian spirit of compassion and engagement with health issues that are of national concern". 
 
A key aspect of the organ donation campaign is the development of leaflets targeting faith groups.  
The Department of Health has distributed the first of two leaflets which they have put out for 
consultation: Organ Donation and Religious Perspectives and Christianity and Organ Donation. 
 
Sharon has identified leaders across the BUC who are willing to give their comments and suggestions 
on its development from a Christian perspective. 
 
Why get involved?  Statistics indicate that the UK has some of the lowest rates of organ donation in 
Europe resulting in higher mortality and morbidity rates annually.  Currently there are over 5,500 
people in the UK waiting for a transplant that could both save or greatly improve their lives.  
Unfortunately only approximately 2,700 transplants are carried out each year.  If more organs were 
donated, many more people could be helped.  One in ten people waiting for a heart transplant will die 
and many others will lose their lives before they even get on a waiting list.  In 2008 nearly 400 people 
died while waiting for a kidney, heart, liver or lung to be donated. 
 
Recognizing the potential of faith to act as a force for change in society, the Adventist church is 
putting its backing behind the development of this campaign.  This is a real opportunity to help 
safeguard the health and wellbeing of others. 
 
 
FIRST FULL CHIP PROGRAMME IN WALES  [ Lily Kidwell] 

 
During the month of May the Swansea church hosted a full 
Coronary Health Improvement Project (CHIP) health programme.  
The Welsh Mission has run a couple of MicroCHIP programmes 
over the past year but this was the first full programme, run in 
Swansea by Welsh Mission Health Ministries sponsors, Lil and 
Irving Saunders, along with a number of dedicated church 
members.  Eight participants committed themselves to the 
intensive and quite expensive programme which ran for four 

weeks and included blood test for cholesterol and blood sugar, as well as blood pressure and body 
mass index (BMI) checks. 
 
There were four programmes each week during which health books were given out and instructional 
and motivational DVDs shown on subjects such as vegetarian cookery and healthy lifestyle practices.  
These were backed up with many practical demonstrations by the team members and the tasty and 
nutritious food was enjoyed by all.  A regular programme of exercise was also encouraged and, with 
the arrival of the summer weather, all participants have been spending more time walking. 
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On Monday, 15 June friends and family of the participants 
attended the graduation ceremony.  Before the more formal part of 
the programme the graduates shared a meal and spent some time 
socialising  

together.  They also testified as to how beneficial their experience 
had been: all would now encourage others to join in a future 
event. 
 

 

As the graduates were presented with their certificates they were congratulated and everyone wished 
them well.  At least one of the visitors was very impressed and is considering taking part in the next 
Swansea CHIP programme, which is planned to begin in October. 
 
Many people contributed to the success of this CHIP programme but the support of members from the 
Lampeter church was particularly appreciated as they had to travel so far.  Their catering skill in 
providing a wide variety of healthy vegetarian delicacies was second to none. 
 
An alumni meeting is planned for July when participants will be 
able to reflect on their good work during the course and perhaps 
help with the planning of future programmes – locally and 
throughout Wales.  The CHIP programme will continue to be run 
in the Welsh Mission and anyone interested in hosting an event 
should contact Lil or Irving Saunders on: 01792 549412, or the 
local minister, Pastor Jovan Adamovi� .  For more information 
check out the Swansea CHIP website at: 
<www.swanseachip.net>. 
 
CHIP – the Coronary Health Improvement Project – is a 30-day lifestyle education programme proven 
to help reverse medical conditions such as diabetes, some types of cancer, atherosclerosis and other 
health problems like depression.  The programme was pioneered in 1988 by Dr Hans Diehl in the 
United States and has since gained popularity around the world.  As people in society are becoming 
more health conscious it is good to see Adventists leading the world through the health principles they 
derive from the Bible as well as from the writings of Ellen G White. 
 
 
SCOTTISH CHIPS FOR ADRA  [John Wilby] 
 

Sunday, 7 June began with a stiff breeze and warm sunshine over 
Arthur's Seat, the rocky prominence which dominates the skyline of 
Edinburgh's Holyrood Park.  More than two thousand people gathered 
there for the start of the 6 or 12-mile charities Walk for Scotland. 
 
Five teams from the Paisley and Glasgow churches, sporting black T-
shirts emblazoned with large ADRA logos, attracted enquiries from 
many fellow walkers and a dedication from the accompanying brass 
band. One walker said, "Our presence alone allowed us to share 
ADRA's aims and activities with a number of prospective donors".  All 
completed the 6-mile section and received their medals and 
certificates. 

 
But the accolade for the day must go to the 6-member team from Edinburgh. Led by Pastors Jimmy 
Botha and David Hatch, they arrived at the start of the 12-mile section wearing CHIP polo shirts.  
More impressively, they had come direct from the final health screen of a 4-week CHIP programme 
(Coronary Health Improvement Project), followed by a hearty CHIP breakfast. The team also included 
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non-church CHIP course members. David Hatch, Scottish CHIP director, said, "This was a fitting 
opportunity to enhance the close relationships built up during the course of our programme as well as 
to raise funds for ADRA". 
 
 
CORBY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH COMMISSIONED  [Peter Jeynes] 

 
"Corby is the town where many people come to for a new 
start" so said the Deputy Mayor of Corby, Ann Brown, as she 
attended the commissioning of Corby Seventh-day Adventist 
church. 
 
Many of the members of this young Adventist group have 
come to the town for the same reason, a new start.  Whether 
of Zimbabwean, Malawian, Filipino or New Zealand or even 

English origin the group are seeing a new start in the beautiful county of Northamptonshire dubbed, 
'the Rose of the Shires'. 
 
Pastor Ian Sweeney, North England Conference President, was present and began worship by 
commissioning the church.  In his short address he reminded the Corby congregation that each 
member may have had their own reasons for coming to Corby.  The reminder was, "God has given 
another commission to our members in Corby – to be good for the community." 
 
Joshua Hammersley, church leader and his team, had constructed 
a day's programme with much variety and interest.  Joybells, 
Dumisan Chorale, Committed, and 'the Southend group', revealed 
the breadth of friendship and relationship developed by the church 
and its members. 
 
Mrs Gaye Shaw and her daughter Zelda rejoiced to be there.  
Gaye had been a Corby resident for many years, had prayed for 
the people of the town, given out many a handbill and sought to 
develop growth in the town.  In a short interview during the 
commissioning Gaye expressed her pleasure at the creation of a 
church. 
 
The Sabbath School, Divine Service and later the afternoon programme had as a continuing theme the 
work of the church for the community.  One resident, a neighbour of one of our members brought 
along after a long absence from church said, "It was so refreshing to hear the story of Jonah told the 
way it was told… the tears just came… the people were so friendly and so sincere." 
 
The Deputy Mayor promised to return as a visitor after a 30 year absence from church.  She found 
church to be an attractive place.  Just right, for a newly commissioned church. 
 
 
WINDOWS ON TO GOD  [Maritza Sabatier] 
 

With almost fifty volunteers and 2,000 hours of labour, this week has 
seen plenty of activity, preparation and excitement at Stanborough 
Park church, Watford, for the "Windows On To God" Flower Festival.  
The preview evening on Thursday, 25 June was attended by the Vice-
President of Watford Borough Council and Sister Frances Dominica 
from Helen and Douglas House Hospices.  They were joined by 120 
guests for a short opening ceremony and a gala supper.  The Festival is 
raising money for Helen & Douglas Houses, who look after children 
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and young adults with terminal illnesses, and we are hoping to 
have many visitors during this very special weekend.  The whole 
of the church has been transformed with the many floral 
arrangements and features a live garden with a river running 
through it.  Visitors will have the opportunity to purchase a rose 
and write a dedication to someone special, then place it in the 
water along with up to another 1,000 roses.  Around forty displays, 
by arrangers from professional bodies, the local church and the 

local community, will illustrate aspects of God's character and how He 
interacts with His people.  Those who attend the Festival will be able to read 
of God's redemptive love and of His promise to come again soon. 
 
Balancing the flowers will be an inspirational Vocal & Instrumental Concert 
on Sabbath at 7:30 pm, and a Hymns and Songs of Praise on Sunday at 6:00 
pm, after which all the floral displays will be on sale.  The church will be 
open for viewing 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Friday and Sunday and 2:00 to 6:00 
pm Sabbath.  Admission is free and refreshments are available. 
 
Don't just imagine the beautiful sight and heady scent - come, see and smell 
for yourself! 

 
 
SEC SABBATH SCHOOL LEADERS' RETREAT   [Terry Messenger, SEC Personal Ministries & 
Sabbath School Director] 
 

The first Sabbath School Leaders' Retreat held in recent 
times by the South England Conference convened from 
Friday 19 - Sunday 21 June at Wokefield Park near 
Reading.  Many of the attendees were in tears on Sunday as 
they expressed what a spirit-filled weekend it had been 
with excellent fellowship and much valuable information to 

take back to their churches. 
 
The weekend started with an excellent devotional message from Dr Richard de Lisser, Communication 
and Stewardship director at the SEC, who asked us the question, "Who is the teacher that most 
influenced you in your life?"  The importance of the role of the Sabbath School teacher was 
emphasized in that they in turn can be a great influence on someone's life. 
 
On the Sabbath, Dr Mike Hamilton, Sabbath School director at the TED, spoke about Sabbath School 
and the local community and emphasized the fact that our Sabbath Schools should be far more 
interactive with the people who live around our churches.  Dr Terry Messenger then led out in a Bible 
study role play where each of the five groups were asked to pray with each other, share stories of how 
the Lord had blessed them and if there were any concerns from individuals the group were to pray for 
them on the spot.  Then they entered the Bible study taken from the lesson guide, on "Community".  
Dr Messenger was keen to emphasize that our Sabbath Schools should be places of nurture and caring 
and this is determined largely by the way we study the Bible together.  Cliff Hilton, member of the 
Chelmsford church gave a powerful message on sounding the warning to the world of difficult times 
ahead but then the glorious Second Coming of Christ.  "This is the purpose of our Sabbath Schools" he 
said – "to prepare people for the Second Coming of Christ." 
 
During the weekend four different workshops were presented on a rotating basis.  Beulah Plunkett, 
Sabbath School director at the NEC, spoke on effective teaching and shared teaching methods which 
would truly engage people's minds.  Cliff Hilton shared ideas on reinventing the Sabbath School and 
how through planning and new ideas Sabbath School attendance would increase.  Dr de Lisser's 
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workshop focused on evangelism and how the Sabbath School pays a vital role in this.  Dr Mike 
Hamilton discussed group dynamics. 
 
It is hoped that this weekend will serve as a catalyst to revive the Sabbath School in the SEC and that 
the original purpose of the Sabbath School for strong Bible teaching, mission, fellowship and outreach 
will be re-established. 
 
 
THIS WEEK ON THE HOPE CHANNEL 
 

Growing up in a Christian Scientist home Chris found he needed 
to challenge religion.  It was in making the challenge that he 
found his wife – and a new focus for his life.  Learn the story and 
also share how his love for music has influenced his passion for 
life.  He is this week's guest on "In Conversation" on the Hope 
Channel at the times listed below and on demand at 
<www.hopetv.org.uk>. 
 
Friday 26 June: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Peter Walton 
Sabbath 27 June: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Peter Walton 

Monday 29 June: 3:00 am and 9:00 pm: Chris Rogers 
Wednesday 1 July: 8:00 am: Chris Rogers 
Friday 3 July: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Chris Rogers 
Sabbath 4 July: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Chris Rogers 
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