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KNIGHTHOOD, RECEPTION & VISION FOR NEW GOVERNOR-GEN ERAL OF 
JAMAICA  [BUC News/S Matthias Esson/Adventist Review] 
 

A knighthood at Buckingham Palace, a reception at the Jamaican High 
Commission in London and visits to the North and South England 
Conference Camp Meetings in Southport and Prestayn made for a very busy 
weekend for Sir Patrick Allen, Governor-General of Jamaica. 
 
The first Seventh-day Adventist to serve as Governor-General of Jamaica was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II at a ceremony in Buckingham Palace on 
Friday, 12 June.  The same afternoon, the High Commissioner for Jamaica, 
His Excellency the Honourable Burchell Whiteman, OJ and Mrs Whiteman 
hosted a reception in honour of Their Excellencies The Most Honourable Sir 
Patrick Allen, ON, GCMG, Governor-General of Jamaica and The Most 
Honourable Lady Allen.  This was held on the premises of the Jamaican High 

Commission in London. 
 
Sir Patrick is Jamaica's sixth governor-general since independence in 1962, a role he accepted in 
February after stepping down as West Indies Union President where he had served since 2000.  He 
began his pastoral service in the church in 1986, after a decade of teaching in state schools and 
subsequent studies at Andrews University. 
 
In his speech at the reception, Sir Patrick recognised that Jamaicans are hurting, economically, 
financially, socially, mentally, and spirituality, but wanted to emphasize that 
Jamaica needs the service of all her citizens both at home and abroad and 
hence he has given himself to serve and to do the best he can to "help to 
inspire and motivate our nation to go back to those creative energies which I 
know Jamaicans have because Jamaicans are a resilient set of people."  His 
commitment is very clear and unequivocal.  "I have set forth to stir the 
people of Jamaica, to inspire them to greatness and to seek their 
recommitment to continue the building process of a great society." 
 
The reception was attended by a wide cross-section of the Jamaican 
Diaspora from the UK and as well as from the US, including clergy, 
business people, educators, artists, family members, and Jamaicans from all 
walks of life.  A special musical item, "Pray on for you are who the Lord is looking for," was sung by 
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11-year-old Lois Moodie, a member of the Brixton Seventh-day 
Adventist church and a pupil at the St Michael's Anglican School. 
 
Sabbath morning saw Sir Patrick and his wife, Lady Allen at the South 
England Conference Camp Meeting in Prestatyn, North Wales.  He 
emphasised to a packed congregation that during his time as Governor 
that he would bring his Christian values to bear stating, "It doesn't matter 
where you serve, your life has to reflect Jesus Christ".  Following a 
lunch time reception where church leaders and others were able to meet 
and greet Sir Patrick and Lady Allen 
they then made the journey further 
North to greet and fellowship with 

the members at the North England Conference Camp Meeting in 
Southport. 
 
'I believe', is his chosen theme for his period in office.  He states, 
"I believe is a motto that can be internalised by everyone, the 
children in the classroom the adults the entrepreneur - everyone."  
He believes that this then sets forth an agenda of renewed trust 
and faith that Jamaicans have what it takes to move the nation from a position of negatives to that 
position of positives once enjoyed by all Jamaicans and admired by all the world. 
 
Sir Patrick said, "I believe, must be etched in every classroom in Jamaica, the screen saver on every 
computer and cell phone.  It must be internalized in the heart of every student, until dreams are born in 
the hearts of our children as to who they can become and the contribution they can make to the 
development of their nation." 
 

As both a personal friend and as British Union Conference 
President, Pastor Don McFarlane accompanied Sir Patrick on 
much of his itinerary.  Speaking on Sabbath morning Pastor 
McFarlane reflected the wishes of all Adventists in this country by 
wishing Sir Patrick well in his positive and important role where 
his Christian commitment can make an impact in his work as 
Governor-General. 
 

More photos of his visit to the two Camp Meetings can be seen on the BUC picture gallery: 
<www.adventist.org.uk>. 
 
 
GOLDEN WITNESS FOR CORNISH COUPLE  [Bertie de Nysschen] 

 
The 2009 Royal Cornwall Show was a particular highlight for two 
'young people' this year.  Young, because they are never too old to 
come and help at the show as they have done year after year. 
 
Len and Anne Taylor attended the Royal Cornwall Show in 1959 
and spent some time at the Seventh-day Adventist church display.  
What they heard and saw on the stand then was the beginning of a 
journey that took them through baptism and faithful membership 

of the Adventist Church.  On 4 – 6 June they 'celebrated' their 50th 
show and thus also their 50th year of hearing and following the 
Sabbath truth.  
 
The Taylors are members of the Bodmin Seventh-day Adventist 
church in Cornwall and have always been willing to help out at the 
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show because it meant so much to them.  They considered the Royal Cornwall Show as their 
appointment with a new spiritual future.  This lead to Len becoming a colporteur for many years and 
every year he and his wife are willing to share their first love, which seems very much alive, with 
others at the show. 
 
The theme at this year's show was Creation.  This included two DVD presentations separated by egg 
trays for soundproofing.  After watching a few minutes of the presentation you could exit out the 
middle and then have the opportunity to try your hand at two nine-piece matching picture puzzles or 
'creating' your own creation with plastic clay.  Needless to say it was not just the little ones who would 
not 'let go' of the creating experience but many an adult found the puzzles challenging enough not to 
want to lay them down and acknowledge defeat. 
 

It was once again a challenging but successful Royal Cornwall 
Show with lighter moments but also some sad moments as we 
observed the 'terror' that struck some people when they were 
confronted with the 'God choice'.  But what a wonderful witness 
to know that we were seen as Christians and that people had no 
doubt that we were there to witness of a Jesus who died on the 
Cross of Calvary and so enabling each and every one to choose 
salvation in Him. 
 

Once again we could give away many books and experience the reward of hearing stories from people 
that have read books that they previously got from our stand.  One lady has read every book that we 
have to offer and comes back every year just to see what we have that is new. 
 
With over 100,000 visitors to the show over the four days this is a positive public witness with a 
future.  A selection of pictures from the event can be seen on the BUC picture gallery, 
<www.adventist.org.uk>. 
 
 
BUILDING UP REACHING OUT…WHEREVER YOU ARE!   [Richard de Lisser, Catherine 
Anthony Boldeau, Jacqui Grant, Jon Gendle, Sam Davies, and Hayley McKenzie] 
 

Camp Meeting 2009 for the South England 
Conference will be remembered for a number of 
important things: it would play host to the first 
Seventh-day Adventist and newly knighted 
Governor-General of Jamaica; it would see 10 
men ordained to the Gospel ministry; it would 
also witness history in the making as the 
Communion sermon would be delivered by 

South England Conference's only female Commissioned minister, Pastor Mary Barrett; it would also 
hear from our own local pastors as they assumed the title 'Camp meeting speaker' for one night only 
and preached the sermon of their lives; and as if that was not enough all the services in the main 
auditorium would be streamed live on the internet with live chat following the evening's commitment 
service where the night's speaker would be interviewed and viewers could send in their questions for 
the speaker to answer.  Not forgetting Camp Meeting's own dedicated radio station, Light FM.  
Broadcasting on the 87.7 FM frequency and on the internet at Lightfm.net, Light FM inspired campers 
and community members alike with a mixture of music, comment, information and debate. 

 
The theme for this year's Camp Meeting was 'Building Up Reaching 
Out'.  This was not just confined to the camp site but because of the 
special effort to reach beyond our borders through radio and the internet 
½ million minutes of live streaming was watched by over 2000 unique 
viewers. 
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SEC President Pastor Sam Davis welcomed his fellow travellers to their haven for the week.  An 
impressive welcome in welsh from local representative, Pastor Clyde Moore, and the introduction of 
the platform party seemed to echo the quiet start–yet something was different, a different theme song 
entitled Ancient Word seem to capture the mood of the moment as rapturous voices echoed each 
refrain.  Night after night the melody lifted the spirits of all who came to hear commitment speakers 
such as Pastor Patrick Johnson, senior pastor of Newbold College, Pastor Ian Sweeny, North England 
Conference President, Pastor Sinisa Horvat, pastor of Basingstoke, Bracknell and Guildford churches 
and Pastor Michael Mbui, pastor of Chiswick and Acton churches. 
 
The morning prayer and praise service proved itself to be an inspiration for many as testimonies were 
shared and lives were touched.  The morning devotional speaker was Pastor David Klinedinst from 
Christian Record Services, a General Conference ministry for the blind, headquartered in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  He brought to us his passion for lay led evangelism and witnessing along with his desire to 
see the church accomplish its mission. 
 
The Bible study hour was conducted by Dr Pedrito Maynard-Reid from Walla Walla University, he 
brought passion, energy, humour, and candour to the Bible study and challenged us to study the Bible 
with the statement we have reached an age where Adventists don't study for themselves anymore–less 
than 50% have a regular Bible study time–but "we buy books in order to read what others have to 
say." 
 
The Family Focus programme was conducted by Drs Alanzo and June Smith who brought to Camp 
Meeting their wealth of family ministry experience.  After beginning with humorously differing 
recollections of how they first met, the good doctors soon revealed a command of the more serious 
aspects of marital difficulties.  Their in-depth knowledge drawn from first-hand counselling, ministry, 
and their multiplicity of work-related roles, was well supported by the expert research they brought to 
bear in a fact-filled presentation on marital problems.  Often the only solution might be to 'Let go and 
let God' as Alanzo said, but some expert help from the Smiths, and others whom God has called to 
family ministry, will also go a long way. 
 
In the Teens programme Pastor Roy Ice, Chaplain of Pacific 
Union College challenged the teens to be sure of their faith and 
come closer to God and invite the Holy Spirit to live inside their 
lives and then as a result of this helping others to do the same.  
Pastor Tim Gillespie from Loma Linda University church spoke to 
the young adults about doing things differently by stepping out in 
faith and not being afraid.  He challenged the youth to become faith builders and not settle for the 
norm or the status quo! 
 
Sabbath came all too soon but it was a special day.  In Sabbath School Dr Pedrito Maynard-Reid, a 
highly experienced pastor, teacher, administrator, musician and author, explored the topic of 
Stewardship in a convincing and passionate way.  He stated that, "more than half of the world live on 
less than one British pound a day," and then added, "we should help others with what we have".  
Drawing on his own life experience as a young boy, he recalled how his mother in her poverty would 
give her "widow's mite" to others.  "You are rich in comparison – share what you have," was his 
conclusion regarding material goods. 
 
During Pastor Aris Vontzalidis' 'Mission Spotlight' Eddie Samuel told how God helped to pull back 
his eldest son from the clutches of evil in a miraculous way based around a weekly "Bible Study" in 
their home for their young adult sons and their friends. "I was scared about inviting them into my 
home, so I hid all the valuables," he said, but then added, "God is greater than our fears" and that the 
study became a tremendous blessing not only to the boys but to his family.  His was just one of many 
stories of church growth, planting and evangelism shared, along with loud 'Amens' from a responsive 
congregation. 
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Following the annual 'Ingathering awards' for success in the Annual ADRA 
Appeal Divine Service got under way with regal pomp and ceremony.  A 
150+ Zimbabwean Choir graced the platform to the martial tones of "The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic".  This was a pretext to the arrival of His 
Excellency, the Governor-General of Jamaica, Sir Patrick Allen and his wife, 
Lady Patricia Allen, who was appointed on 26 February 2009 and knighted 
on Friday 12 June 2009 at Buckingham Palace.  Greetings were then given by 
His Excellency who assured the worshippers that "it doesn't matter where you 
serve, your life has to reflect Jesus Christ". 
 
Reflecting Jesus Christ was the underlying theme of the SEC President's 
sermon.  "All around we see people trying to build kingdoms," he stated, "but 
God has called us to be kingdom builders – building for eternity".  Drawing on the stories of 
unfaithfulness in Abraham (Genesis 12 and Genesis 20) he concluded that if you are kingdom people, 
living for the kingdom, God's grace will be sufficient for you and even if we mess up at times, God 
will bring good out of these situations. 
 

A baptism of eight precious souls concluded the morning worship 
allowing a break before the afternoon ordination service.  A 
packed auditorium along with internet viewers from around the 
globe witnessed the ordination of Pastors Theo Rios, Sorin Petrof, 
Samuel Ngui, Rafael Luz, Mohan Rao Abbadasari, Ilie Tarlev, 
Harrison Mburani, Chris Peake, Vicentiu Dranca and Vasyl 
Vartsaba.  Accompanied by their wives, each ordinand was given 
the charge by British Union Conference President, Pastor Don 
McFarlane to "take up the full duties of an ordained pastor in the 

UK and throughout the world".  They were reminded that whilst the high Calling to the ministry was 
one that demanded respect, it is of utmost importance to remember that they are servants to God and to 
their members and that servant leadership should be the most major focus in their lives.   
 
In his sermon entitled 'I see men like trees', Pastor Des Boldeau referred to Mark chapter 8 where 
Jesus healed the blind man at Bethsaida.  He asked the ordinands: "Who do you see in ministry?  What 
is your vision for the church and families, and finally what do you see?"  As vision can be distorted 
and become blurred because of mentality and misunderstandings it is most important to prioritise.  
Becoming a workaholic can also blur the vision and at times it may be necessary to 'put the brakes on 
in order to be effective in ministry'. 
 
In support of the newly ordained ministers' wives, all current ministers' wives 
were called to the platform by Rowena Davis (wife of SEC President).  In her 
address to the newly ordained ministers' wives she shared words of 
encouragement and charged them with their roles as wives to those who have 
been called to serve.  Ministers' wives have an extraordinary task as they 
support their husbands and each was reminded of the need to be dedicated 
and that they should "not be too busy to do something for the Lord".  "Wives, 
it is a big task but we serve a big God" were her parting sentiments. 
 
The evening ended with a wonderful musical concert celebrating the diversity 
of our Conference and the bringing together of the many gifts that we can all 
enjoy.  Building up reaching out...Wherever you are! 
 
A fuller report will appear in Messenger.  Two sets of photos are available in the BUC picture gallery, 
<www.adventist.org.uk>. 
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MARY BARRETT COMMISSIONED   [Sandra Golding] 
 

Sabbath, 6 June was a special occasion for Mary 
Barrett from the Stanborough Park church as she 
was commissioned as a Pastor within the South 
England Conference. 
 
The special commissioning service took place at 
the SEC Area 7 Day of Fellowship in St Albans, 

where Mary was joined by family, friends and well-wishers who were there to share in her special day. 
 
Following Pastor Garth Anthony's inspiring and challenging sermon motivating us to go back to the 
Bible and to live our lives based upon good Biblical and Godly principles, Pastor Ian Sleeman, pastor 
of Stanborough Park church presented Mary with her Certificate of Commission.  It was a special time 
for Pastor Jonathan Barrett of St Albans church, as he read the scripture reading for his wife Mary.  
The two of them have worked together as a pastoral team for many years.  Pastor Paul Lockham, SEC 
Executive Secretary gave the prayer and the Introduction of 
Commission.  The Prayer of Commission was given by Pastor 
Sam Davis, SEC President.  The Charge to Ministry was given by 
Pastor Alan Hodges,  BUC Ministerial Association Secretary and 
Mary was welcomed to the ministry by Pastor Emmanuel Osei, 
SEC Ministerial Association Secretary. 
 
Special musical items during the Commissioning Service were 
rendered by the Stanborough Park Church Choir and Recall from 
St Albans. 
 
A service of commissioning gives female pastors the same privileges to serve as their male 
counterparts short of presenting the vows at a wedding service. 
 
The service followed a packed morning where Pastor Sam Davis led out in the Sabbath School 
discussion and Professor Laurence Turner from Newbold College was the main speaker for the 
Worship Service with his sermon 'Where Do You Draw the Line?'  A musical concert followed the 
Commissioning Service featuring artistes from the various churches within Area 7.  The Alban Arena 
was packed to capacity with over 850 people enjoying the array of talent. 
 
 
WELCOME TO WELLING SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH   [Kevin Johns] 
 

Sabbath, 6 June was truly a historical, memorable and exciting 
day, for the members of Community Fellowship church (formerly 
known as Mottingham and Eltham Green churches): after both 
churches worshipped for approximately forty combined years, in 
various community halls; they worshipped for the first time, in 
their own 'church building'.  The mood was electrifying, as the 
congregation sang with joyful hearts songs of praise to God, for 
"Great things He hath done". 

 
The first elder Allan Samuel welcomed our honoured guests; Pastor Terry Messenger, SEC Sabbath 
School and Personal Ministries director, and Mr Earl Ramharacksingh, SEC Treasurer, who were 
instrumental in the transaction and acquisitions of this church.  Pastor Messenger played a pivotal role 
in the merger of Mottingham and Eltham Green churches; which later became Community Fellowship 
church. 
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We were also honoured to have with us, members of the various 
user groups from the community, who use the church hall for their 
activities.  Elder Allan Samuel gave special thanks to Maureen 
Baker, Secretary of the United Reformed Church in recognition of 
her valuable assistance to us in the transition up to completion of 
the sale of the church.  Karin, who runs a play group in the halls 
stated, "Thank you so much for inviting us to part of your special 
day.  How welcoming everyone was, and I found it very 
emotional, the hymns were of special meaning to me personally."  
Fay from the concert group wrote afterwards, "It was a very emotional time as the church has been my 
spiritual home for forty years, but it was so lovely to see it full again.  It was such a happy atmosphere 
and I felt immediately at home when we were made so welcome.  I would certainly like to come 
again." 
 
The defining moment came, when Pastor Kevin Johns, said, "Welcome to Welling Seventh-day 
Adventist church."  A resounding 'Amen', was heard from the congregation of over two hundred 
people; it was a wonderful sight. 
 
It was a truly amazing day, for all who came and worshipped with us.  We said goodbye to 
Community Fellowship, and welcome, to 'Welling Seventh-day Adventist church' - a new home, a 
new area, a new name: a new beginning. 
 
 
CAN MUSIC ACADEMY PERFORM AT THE 1ST WATFORD LIVE! ARTS FESTIVAL 
 

The CAN Music Academy (acronym for Children Achieving Now) 
is a community-based project which boasts a Choir and Orchestra 
of approximately 45 students.  Though a young organisation, the 
CAN Music Academy, has already performed in London and 
Watford including a concert performance at the Area 7 Day of 
Fellowship at St Albans Arena that provoked a tearful standing 
ovation.  With community involvement at the heart of their ethos, 
they are especially proud to have performed with the One Voice 
Community Choir at the Watford LIVE! Arts Festival on Thursday 

18 June at the Watford School of Music. 
 
The Academy was founded in July 2008 by Donna Kirk Bernard and Tina Brooks.  Both are 
established musicians and educators with the same vision of unleashing music potential in children.  
Inspired by the excitement and desire to achieve engendered when their children perform for each 
other, the CAN Music Academy hope to establish the benefits of music in a child's academic, health 
and holistic development.  They do this by improving confidence in children's musical skills via vocal 
and instrumental performance, promoting enjoyment through learning and inspiring through practical 
examples.  They also want to encourage families to work together towards the achievement of their 
children's goals and objectives as "we value the family setting as the best place for children and young 
people to flourish". 
 
The CAN Music Academy meets fortnightly on Sunday afternoons from 1:00 – 3:30 pm for children 
aged 5-21.  Orchestral instruments are required and beginners are welcome (especially string).  We are 
currently looking for string and wind teachers, as well as volunteers.  If you wish to contact us, please 
email <CANMusicAcademy@yahoo.co.uk> or call 07787 389697 or 07957 264042. 
 
 

LATEST MESSENGER ONLINE 
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For joy in a baptismal photo check page 11 of the 19 June edition of the Messenger, the official 
journal of the British Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.  Now available online at 
<www.adventistnews.org.uk/messenger> as well as at your local church, this edition focuses on an 
ordination in Ireland, our attitudes towards the MPs' expense claims, the holiness of beauty in the Song 
of Solomon and David Marshall asks, 'Are we OK people?' 
 
 
THIS WEEK ON THE HOPE CHANNEL 
 

Peter Walton is a scientist and Christian who loves working with 
children and teens.  What are the influences in his life that have 
made him the person he is today?  Why, nearing retirement, does 
he so much enjoy questioning minds of young people?  He is this 
week's guest on "In Conversation" on the Hope Channel at the 
times listed below and on demand at <www.hopetv.org.uk>. 
 
Friday 19 June: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Jacqui Grant 
Sabbath 20 June: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Jacqui Grant 
Monday 22 June: 3:00 am and 9:00 pm: Peter Walton 

Wednesday 24 June: 8:00 am: Peter Walton 
Friday 26 June: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Peter Walton 
Sabbath 27 June: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Peter Walton 
 
Kish Poddar will be the latest guest in the pilot edition of 'In Conversation' on the Hope Channel 
website. 
 
 
ERRATUM – CHARLES WATSON 
 
BUC News #639 (5 June 2009) inadvertently reported that Pastor Charles Watson was 92 at the time 
of his death.  He was, in fact, 86. 
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