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BRECON BONHOMIE, BLUE SKIES AND BAPTISMS 
 

The hottest Spring Bank Holiday for many years brought out the 
crowds for a very special Welsh Mission Family Camp at 
Aberbran Fach Farm in the stunningly beautiful Brecon Beacons.  
The farmer's field was covered in tents and caravans, but on 
Sabbath, 23 May campers were joined by members of the Ystrad 
Mynach church and friends from across Wales to witness a 
Brecon tradition – a baptism in the River Usk. 
 

Martin Walters and Anna Surridge are both 'Brecon devotees' enjoying the camp and the fellowship of 
families from across the UK whether it is rain or shine.  On this occasion they were glad for the 'shine' 
as they entered the cold waters of the River Usk to demonstrate their decision for Christ. 
 
Martin, the great-nephew of Pastor Brian Phillips started attending the camp four years ago.  During 
that time he has made many friends.  Look on his 'Facebook Profile' and a substantial number of his 
friends were made at Brecon.  A statement on his profile also sums up his testimony. "I was Damaged, 
then Restored, and now Good, thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ's sacrifice". 
 
In baptising him, Pastor Jeremy Tremeer noted that "in the same way that our eyes are opened to the 
beauty of nature his eyes have been opened to the beauty of God in his life." 
 
Both of the candidates attend the Ystrad Mynach church where Jeremy 
Tremeer is the pastor, but it was a proud father who led his daughter, Anna, 
into the water.  As Welsh Mission President, Pastor John Surridge shared that 
there had been some family difficulties in adjusting to the move from Watford 
to Wales – but it was the love and friendship of the Ystrad Mynach church 
family that had helped Anna adjust and had led her to a decision for Christ. 
 
It was an appropriate weekend to welcome two Welsh youth into the church as 
the camp saw more Welsh youth in attendance than ever before – perhaps 
partly due to the skilled catering efforts of Jane Toft-Bayliss and her sister 
Metti Toft-Zumbuhl.  Once again this year they provided nourishing and 
inexpensive food for Welsh, Cornish and Newbold youth along with smaller 
groups from elsewhere.  Families meanwhile catered for and swapped food with each other.  No one 
went hungry – even those who neglected to prepare sandwiches for the Sunday hike that many took up 
past the waterfalls above the Talybont on Usk Reservoir.  Others enjoyed the river, nosing around the 
shops in Brecon or visiting the climbing centre at Llangorse. 
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Worship is an important part of Brecon Camp.  A band of 
musicians formed from across Wales and England, 
skilfully led the worshippers in singing under the 
leadership of St Austell Youth worker, Steven Hulbert.  
Practical and very interactive messages on the relevance of 
Christianity and the realities of church life were presented 

by Rhyl pastor, David Foster.  Summing up the messages of the weekend he told campers, "If you 
don't like the way your church runs, change it!  Your pastor will be glad to hear from you."  With the 
help of his daughter, Becky Omar, he also brought the Bible stories to life with a series of duologues 
and dramas. 
 
Sunday evening was the traditional camp concert.  Traditional in its start with the Carmarthen hand 
bells catching the attention of even the youngest, then moving through a range of music, drama and 
stories that allowed the whole camp site to participate.  A guitar and Cajun duet by Ashley Brooks 
and Putri Bahrain was especially memorable with its fast moving finger work.  Martyn Latchman, a 
first time camper, illustrated the warmth of the concert - and the whole camp - in the way that he 
introduced his fellow musicians, Eiddon Paul and Chris Kidwell before their group performance.  
"These are not just my mates," he said.  "These are my best mates." 
 
What memories are left with the generations that have passed 
through Brecon over the last thirty years or so?  The 
demographics have changed with time, facilities have improved, 
but the main thing that people remember and come back for is the 
friendship in a relaxed, Christian atmosphere.  Whether on the 
edge of church or in the centre of spiritual activity, Brecon is a 
refreshing weekend to energise and charge up the batteries.  It is a 
safe environment to bring your unchurched friends to.  With the 
added bonus of wall-to-wall sunshine this last weekend all the 
campers could complain about was, "how could it end so soon".  No matter, some will be back for a 
smaller camp the weekend of 12 September.  Many more have already fixed it in their diary for May 
2010. 
 
More than 300 photos from the weekend can be found on the BUC picture gallery at 
<www.adventist.org.uk> and the Welsh Mission website at: <www.adventistwales.org>. 
 
 
LEADING LADIES SPEAK OUT ON BEING 'SISTERS IN CHRIS T'   [Heather Haworth, BUC 
Women's Ministries Director] 

 
"I am excited to be meeting with this diverse group of 100 women 
from the Irish and Scottish Missions because this is how I 
envision heaven," Heather-Dawn Small, Women's Ministries 
director at Adventist World Church Headquarters stated at a 
Women's Ministries retreat at the Emmaus Centre in Dublin, 22 – 
24 May.  She continued, "On the sea of glass, John saw in vision a 
group of people from a myriad of nations and this is how I see 
you.  If we cannot get on during our stay on earth then we will not 

be one of those standing on that sea." 
 
Where do you stand in your relationship with God today?  How do you really feel about God?  Has 
God done anything for you lately?  Do you love God unconditionally? – were the questions Heather-
Dawn asked as she began her first presentation entitled 'Getting out of God's Way'.  "These really 
made me think deeply and are having a lasting effect," said Judith Martin, the Scottish Mission 
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Women's Ministries leader.  Heather-Dawn's wit, humour and candid speaking drew the hearts of the 
women to one another and God. 
 
Anne-May Wollan, in her presentation, 'United We Stand', put her perspective, as our Division 
Women's Ministries director, on how the Apostle Paul's message to the Ephesians affects Christians.  
"It is the grace and love of God that unites the 40 countries of the TED and it enables us to share the 
wonderful news of a soon coming Saviour."  Both Small and Wollan emphasised the study of God's 
Word as instrumental in shaping God's women to be sharers of the Word to a disunited selfish world. 
 
Heather Haworth, BUC Women's Ministries director, and Judith, 
were joined by Marci Neal, the Irish Mission sponsor for Women's 
Ministries, to help give a PowerPoint presentation on how women 
are leading out in their Missions, Conferences and local churches.  
Heather explained how it was an advantage to have leaders in the 
BUC representing different cultural backgrounds, "because it means 
those in our modern day multicultural congregations and 
communities see in leadership someone to whom they feel kinship 
and who can understand their approach to life."  She added, "Yes, 
we are diverse in our church and there are times we must put aside 
our cultural view of what it means to be a Seventh-day Adventist."  Marci asked the ladies to respect 
her for who she is as an Adventist because this accepting attitude will result in us being united by the 
grace of Christ. 
 
The retreat developed out of a joint Dutch and BUC Women's Ministries retreat in March 2008.  Marci 
invited these three leading ladies to be speakers at her 2009 retreat at the Emmaus Centre in Dublin.  
Bookings forms for the joint Dutch/BUC 2010 retreat are available on the Women's Ministries 
department web page <www.adventist.org.uk>.  A picture gallery is also available. 
 
 
MARRIED COUPLES 'JOURNEY TOWARD INTIMACY'   [Karen Holford, SEC Family 
Ministries] 
 

For sixty couples, the journey towards intimacy 
involved negotiating the traffic jams on the M25 
as they made their way through last Friday night's 
bank holiday traffic.  Their immediate destination 
was Horsley Towers, a beautiful Elizabethan style 
manor house, nestled in the woods and fields close 
to Leatherhead, Surrey.  But their ultimate goal 
was something even stronger than bricks and 
mortar, and even more exquisite than stained glass 
windows: their goal was a closer relationship with 

God and with each other. 
 
The Family Ministries department of the SEC sponsored one of the largest weekend marriage retreats 
ever held in the British Isles.  Dr Willie Oliver, Family Ministries director of the North American 
Division, and his wife, Elaine Oliver presented five sessions over the weekend covering the topics of 
forgiveness, growing intimacy, communication, fun, friendship and sexuality.  The couples came from 
Scotland, Lincoln, and Nottingham as well as from churches across the SEC.  Some spouses came 
more eagerly than others, but they soon realised that this weekend was going to be worth every penny 
as they invested time and energy in their most important earthly relationship. 
 
The seminars were interspersed with times of praise and reflective worship led by Susanna, Asha and 
Chris Rogers with Beth and Tim Craggs, weaving verses of God's love through the music.  An evening 
banquet was romantically accompanied by expert violinists Tim and Chris, and interspersed with 
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personal testimonies and celebrations of God's power in marriages.  The weekend closed with a time 
of recommitment and prayer for the couples as they left the Towers behind, relieved to find the roads 
ahead of them a little less congested as they journeyed onward in closer intimacy. 
 
 
KIDS IMPACT NEWBOLD ADULTS   [Kirsten Oster-Lundqvist] 
 

"I want to be in heaven with my son," Eileen Soriton told a packed 
congregation in a special service on Sabbath, 23 May at Newbold church.  
This, the second of two services taken by the Newbold 'Kids In 
Discipleship' ministry team led church members to reflect on who they 
wanted to be with in heaven and what to do to make it a reality. 
 
KID leaders Eileen Soriton and Michael Bidstrup both preached short 
sermons on how parents are role models, sharing practical advice on how 
to include God in the daily routines of their lives.  Eileen shared 7 steps on 
how children can become disciples of Jesus. 
 
Throughout the service children who are already a part of KID 
participated, and the entire service was centred on how to involve and 
include children  in worship.  Making the service very practical and visual 

there were illustrations using shoes, tiaras and activities.  Other children in the congregation made 
their way to the front of the church to take part in singing 'If I was a butterfly'.  Truly a testimony to 
how child inclusive the service was. 
 
"Didn't they do well" and "wasn't that just wonderful to see the 
children involved" were comments made after the services, 
showing the receptiveness of the congregation.  As a result of the 
two church services in May, five more families have approached 
Eileen and Michael, expressing an interest in starting with Kids In 
Discipleship. 
 
There is an added bonus. Eileen states, "even with KID being designed for our children, I was 
surprised to find that it impacts adults just as much, building friendships and growing our own 
relationship with God, it strengthening the sense of community in this large church." 
 
 
COMPLEMENTARY SCHOOL RAISES THE STANDARD  [Philip Herbert] 

 
A Complementary School has been set up at the Leicester Central Seventh-
day Adventist church in recognition of the need to train young people to be 
useful and industrious, not only in this present life, in this world, but also for 
eternity.  It aims to equip pupils aged 6 – 17 and of varying aptitudes with a 
firm understanding of the requirements and skills needed to secure the best 
attainment levels for the National Curriculum. 
 
Vince Halliday, the organiser, said that some of the main benefits that 
students gain from the experience provided by the complementary school is 
that they are given "individual attention due to the small group sizes and 
learning in a calm, motivational environment." 
 

The school is staffed by able and well-qualified teachers, and offers students extensive coaching 
opportunities in Maths, English, French, Science and Information Technology.  The sessions run 
during term-time on Sundays from 11.00 am till 1.00 pm with a 10-minute break.  There is a small 
charge for pupils to attend: £2.00 for the first child in a family and £1.00 for any additional siblings. 



 

 

5

 
Suzette Jeannon teaches French.  She says,"the students are bright and eager to learn and the teaching 
is pleasurable.  The students understand fully how important it is to be focussed and committed to 
achieving set goals, designed to support what they are already learning in the various schools that they 
attend." 
 
It is also an avenue through which the church can reach out to the community and share with the 
community the fact that Adventists have a very practical, important and caring mission, when it comes 
to young people. 
 
Ten-year-old Spencer Williams says, "I like the complementary school at Leicester Central church 
because when they teach me lessons at school, I am always one step ahead of what they are trying to 
teach me." 
 
The complementary school is a valuable resource in that it enables students to gain skills and 
confidence to succeed as they move through the various key stages of the national curriculum.  
Sustained success in their education enables lifelong ambitions to be fully and ultimately realised. 
 
 

LATEST MESSENGER ONLINE 
 
The 5 June edition of the Messenger, the official journal of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the UK and Ireland, can now be found online at 
<www.adventistnews.org.uk/messenger>.  Bringing you a fuller report of the 
BUC Extraordinary Session, this edition also discovers, 'Cool Bible reading' is a 
special 'Follow the Bible' feature, how to be a 'chooser' rather than a 'reactor', and 
Karen Holford asks the difficult question, "Where do we get the idea that hurting 
our children helps them to be reverent?" 
 

 
THIS WEEK ON THE HOPE CHANNEL 
 

A young entrepreneur, Daren Bullock has turned his hand to many 
things including youth work and, for the last several years, 
International Children's Care.  Heading up the UK end of this 
charity has made a real difference for him and the lives of the 
children he has touched.  Daren is our guest this week on "In 
Conversation" on the Hope Channel at the times listed below and 
on demand at <www.hopetv.org.uk>. 
 
Friday 29 May: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Patrick Johnson 
Sabbath 30 May: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Patrick Johnson 

Monday 1 June: 3:00 am and 9:00 pm: Daren Bullock 
Wednesday 3 June: 8:00 am: Daren Bullock 
Friday 5 June: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Daren Bullock 
Sabbath 6 June: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Daren Bullock 
 
Also, exclusive to the Hope Channel UK website: a tribute to Ed Johnson, former ABC Manager in 
"Press Open Day 1997", and two more episodes of the pioneer series of "In Conversation" including 
Victor Pilmoor and Eddie Hypolite. 
 
Also from the UK watch the TEDmedia production, 'Faith Development' on Wednesday, 10:00 am 
and 9:30 pm, Friday 2:30 am and 8:30 pm, and Sabbath 3:30 pm. 
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Information on In Conversation is now also available on Facebook <http://www.facebook.com/pages/ 
In-Conversation/86232431216?ref=mf> and Twitter <http://twitter.com/In_Conversation>. 
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